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Welcome to the new format newsletter
It’s just a new layout, and as before, should drop into your email boxes
about a week before our monthly meeting. It will contain information
about future talks at our monthly meetings and events like our summer
garden visits and trips.

Upcoming Monthly Meetings

Distributing the newsletter via email helps to keep our Club’s costs down,
but for those members who don’t have email we will print a few to be
collected at each meeting.

Friday 22nd March “Vegetable growing”
presented by Kelvin Mason

February talk - ‘Your Lawn’

Friday 26th April “Growing & showing Fuchsias”
presented by Derek Dexter

Our first talk of 2019 will be Wilf Simcox sharing his knowledge on how to
keep our lawns looking perfect! (I wish!). Wilf used to be a lecturer on
Horticulture at Sparsholt College.

Exhibit of the Month - February
Pot plant of your choice, owned and grown by you (a Club member) for at
least one year.

3 inch pots needed
Please bring your spare clean 3 inch pots to the February meeting, this is
for Hordle School’s ‘Runner Bean Competition’ running again this year and
organised by Chris Lisher. For your information it’s to encourage children
at Hordle School to look after and grow the bean plant with the hope of
achieving the longest bean!

Volunteers needed for helping pot up the beans
We need an extra couple of helpers on Monday 1st April from 12:30 to
15:30pm to help pot up the beans into the 3 inch pots so they can be given
to 400 (ish) children. If we don’t complete in this afternoon, then a backup
extra date will be Thursday 4th April, from 12:30 to 15:30pm.
Please see Chris Lisher at the February meeting or email
chris.lisher@btinternet.com or phone 07775 813263

Free Club Visit to Exbury - Lachanalia Exhibition
Saturday 23rd March, Club visit to Exbury Gardens Exhibition of
Lachenalia, Orchids and Sculpture. You must put your names down on the
list at the club meeting. Meet in Car Park at 10:30am for 11am start. Enter
together as a Club.

Friday 22nd February “Your lawn”
presented by Wilf Simcox

Friday 24th May “Propagation of garden plants”
presented by Sandy Worth
Friday 28th June “Scented plants throughout
the year” presented by
Marcus Dancer

Other Outings/Visits
See the Outings Board at club
meetings for more information
about outings and to add your
name to the lists.
Saturday 23rd March - Free Club group visit to Exbury Gardens
for Exhibition of Lachenalia, Orchids
and Sculpture. See details opposite
Minterne Abbey Gardens near
Dorchester - May/June see main
text for more info
Open Gardens - see details on page
2 and will be talked about more at
the February meeting.
More outings/visits added soon

more over the page...

Club meetings are generally held monthly on the 4th Friday of the
month, 7 - 9pm, at the Hordle Pavilion, but please check your programme

web: www.hordlegardeningclub.co.uk
email: hordlegardeningclub@outlook.com

Hordle Gardening Club - Open Gardens

Meetings - what happens

We’d love to do our ‘Open Gardens’ again this year, but would like to try
a different format where you choose when to open your garden according
to when you think it’s at its best.

A reminder that doors open at 7pm
with the talk starting promptly at
7.30pm. After the talk the coffee/
tea will be served and the Raffle
drawn. (Donations of raffle prizes
are always gratefully received)
We have various gardening
magazines available for you to
borrow - usually in front of the bar
shutters. Keep an eye out here for
other items eg Thomson and
Morgan seed catalogues - order
from Keith and take advantage of
our club discount.
Each month we will have an
Exhibit of the Month table (see
below) and a Plant Sales table (also
see below) as well as the Raffle
table. Monies raised go to Club
funds for future events & speakers.

If you would like to share your garden with other HGC members (ie not
open to the public), please let us know your details on the form at the
Club meeting, specifying which month you think your garden is at its best,
then we can talk it through with you.
Just think HGC members, a different garden to visit regularly, locally,
through the spring/summer/autumn. Sounds good to me.

Visit to Minterne Abbey Gardens
Advance notice, we are looking into arranging a trip to Minterne Abbey
Gardens near Dorchester around the end of May, beginning of June. The
cost will be approximately £21 each, to include garden entry and coach.
More details to follow and at meetings.
The gardens are landscaped in the style of Capability Brown, and hosts a
fine collection of Rhododendrons and Azaleas as well as spring bulbs and
many fine and rare trees, as well as small lakes, streams, and waterfalls.

Struggling to get to Club meetings?
We know that fewer people come to meetings in the winter because of
not driving - or walking - in the dark. Please let any of the committee know
and we’ll see what we can do to help. Equally, also please let any of the
committee know if you’d like to help by picking someone up and returning
them home after a meeting.

Plant Wanted?
Advertise here if there’s a plant you’re particularly wanting but struggling
to find - one of our members may already have it in their garden and be
able to propagate/give you a cutting/split some for you.
Or perhaps you have a large item that’s too
big to bring in for the Plant Sales Table. Let
us know details at a meeting or email us.

Tips and Hints
Size of mature plants - when buying plants,
and in particular shrubs and trees, it’s
worth bearing in mind that the eventual
size of a plant as advertised on its label is
generally based on the plant growing in the
middle of the country ie much further north
than we are. Down here we are in a little
microclimate and have a much longer, and
warmer, growing season with the result
that plants in our gardens can grow quite a
bit larger than advertised on the label.
Be warned!

Just for fun - What is it?
What is the name of the plant in the
picture. Tell us at the February meeting,
or we’ll tell you.

Exhibit of the Month Table
Join in, and win points - and points
mean prizes 
Our ‘Exhibit of the Month’ table, is
to encourage you to show us what’s
growing in your garden, the subject for
each month will be advised in the
Newsletter.
This is fun with a serious (ish) edge
to it because it’s judged (not too
harshly), so we can learn and pick up
tips for showing plants, flowers, foliage
etc at their best. Do join in 
Points will be awarded at each
meeting, with a cup presented to the
overall winner at the AGM.
(1st = 4 points, 2nd = 3 points, 3rd =
2 points, and for entering = 1 point)

Plant Sales Table
Your donations of plants for the sales
table will be very welcome - even
though it’s February 
Also, if you're growing from seed
over the next few months and have
unwanted seedlings left over after
you’ve potted up those you’re
keeping - then bring the seedling tray/
pot to a normal meeting for the Plant
Sales Table, so members can take a
spoonful of seedlings home for the cost
of a small donation.
Let’s get growing!

