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I cannot believe it’s March already, the lovely, warm few days we had a
couple of weeks ago has certainly brought plants on and there’s lots of
green showing on winter’s branches. I know the weather is having a bit of
a ‘dip’ at the moment - but we always get a cold snap at the end of March!

Meetings Programme

After last month’s talk on improving our lawns, how many of you have
been out spiking and making a plan to improve your lawn?

Friday 26th April “Growing & showing Fuchsias”
presented by Derek Dexter

I’m really looking forward to our talk this month, we have Kelvin Mason
talking about Vegetable Growing. Kelvin has many Horticultural
qualifications including Master of Horticulture, he is also a member of the
Institute of Horticulture and the Arboriculture Association, and has a
wealth of knowledge expanding 30 years. I’m going to grow vegetables
this year and try to be a bit more self sufficient - and I need to learn.

Exhibit for the Monthly Meeting
March meeting - A vase of 5 daffodils, narcissus, or both, of any colour or size.
April meeting - Advanced warning, a fun item - 1 naturally wonky
vegetable either grown or shop purchased, must not be altered in any way.

Friday 22nd March “Vegetable growing”
presented by Kelvin Mason

Friday 24th May “Propagation of garden plants”
presented by Sandy Worth

Friday 28th June “Scented plants throughout
the year” presented by
Marcus Dancer
Friday 26th July Closed Show (members only)
Schedules available in March

Wanted: Your Spare Egg boxes please
Please bring any spare egg boxes you have to the March meeting and
leave on the plant sale table—thank you 

Bring in your Spare Seedlings for the Plant Sale Table
If you’re growing anything from seed and have some seedlings left over
after you have potted up the ones you want to keep - just bring them
along, as they are, to any of our meetings and donate them to the plant
sale table (labelled) and other members can buy them for a small fee.

Hordle Gardening Club - Open Gardens
We’d love to do our ‘Open Gardens’ again this year, (open only to HGC
members), but would like to try a different format where YOU choose
when to open your garden according to when you think it’s at its best.
If you would like to share your garden with other HGC members (ie not
open to the public), please let us know your details on the form at the
Club meeting, specifying which month you think your garden is at its best,
then we can talk it through with you.
Just think - a different garden to visit regularly, locally, through the spring/
summer/autumn. Sounds good to me.

Other Events/Trips
See the Board at club meetings
for more information and to add
your name to the lists.
Thursday 6th June - evening visit to
Ferns Lodge NGS garden in
Hordle - more details soon
Thursday 27th June - day trip to
Minterne Abbey Gardens near
Dorchester.
Wednesday 14th August—Skittles
Social Evening at The Walkford pub
in Walkford. £7 per person. Add
names to the list at the May
meeting.
More added soon

more over the page...

Club meetings are generally held monthly on the 4th Friday of the
month, 7 - 9pm, at the Hordle Pavilion, but please check your programme

web: www.hordlegardeningclub.co.uk
email: hordlegardeningclub@outlook.com

Free Club Visit to Exbury - Lachenalia Exhibition

What Happens at our Meetings

Saturday 23rd March, those booked in should have received an email with
parking and meeting instructions. As a reminder, do NOT go into the main
car park. Follow the signs for the Lachenalia Exhibition - the entrance is
approx. 150 metres after the main entrance. When parked look out for
Sheila and Bob May at 10:30am to enter together as a Club at 11am.

A reminder that doors open at 7pm
with the talk starting promptly at
7.30pm. After the talk coffee/tea will
be served and the Raffle drawn.
(Donations of raffle prizes are always
gratefully received)
We have various gardening
magazines available for you to
borrow - usually in front of the bar
shutters. Keep an eye out here for
other items eg Thomson and Morgan
seed catalogues - order from Keith
and take advantage of our club
discount.
Each month we have an ‘Exhibit
of the Month’ table (see below) and
a Plant Sales table (also see below)
as well as the Raffle table. Monies
raised go to Club funds for future
events & speakers.

Visit to Minterne Abbey Gardens, nr Dorchester
Thursday 27th June is the date for our day trip. The cost will be £21 each,
to include garden entry and coach. Payment please at the March meeting
where you can add your name to the list. See the board at the meeting for
more information.

Club ‘Closed Show’ Friday 26th July
This is a chance for us to compete, in a fun and friendly way, and show off
what we’ve been growing. There are classes right the way across the
spectrum of plants, cut flowers, fruit and vegetables, as well as classes for
baking. Our judge will talk us through his observations so we can learn for
next time. Do enter and have a go - it’s fun and not deadly serious!
Let’s get growing!

Struggling to get to Club meetings?
We know that fewer people come to meetings in the winter because of not
driving - or walking - in the dark. Please let any of the committee know and
we’ll see what we can do to help. Equally, also please let any of the
committee know if you’d like to help by picking someone up and returning
them home after a meeting.

Plant Wanted?
Advertise here if there’s a plant you’re particularly wanting but struggling to
find - one of our members may already have it in their garden and be able
to propagate/give you a cutting/split some for you.
Or perhaps you have a large item that’s too big to bring in for the Plant Sales
Table. Let us know details at a meeting or email us.

Tips and Hints
Mulching - I’m a great advocate of mulching
twice a year, 4 inches in the autumn to let the
worms take it down into the soil will reap real
benefits year on year. And 2 inches in spring
will make weeding easier and help prevent
some seeds germinating at all. It will also help
to prevent the soil ‘capping’ as happens here
in our sandy/clay area. ‘Capping’ happens
when it rains and then the surface dries
out - the clay particles stick together forming a
crust (cap) which prevents the soil beneath
absorbing significant amounts of air and water
that is needed by the growing plants, this can
result in much slower and weaker growth.

Just for fun - What is it?
What is the name of the plant in the
picture. Tell us at the meeting, or we’ll tell
you. (Ooops forgot to do this last meeting)

Exhibit of the Month Table
Join in, and win points - and points mean
prizes 
Our ‘Exhibit of the Month’ table, is to
encourage you to show us what’s
growing in your garden, the subject for
each month will be advised in the
Newsletter.
This is fun with a serious (ish) edge to
it because it’s judged (not too harshly),
so we can learn and pick up tips for
showing plants, flowers, foliage etc at
their best. Do join in 
Points will be awarded at each
meeting, with a cup presented to the
overall winner at the AGM.
(1st = 4 points, 2nd = 3 points, 3rd =
2 points, and for entering = 1 point)

Plant Sales Table
Your donations of plants for the sales
table will be very welcome every month.
Also, if you're growing from seed
over the next few months and have
unwanted seedlings left over after
you’ve potted up those you’re
keeping - then bring the seedling tray/
pot to a normal meeting for the Plant
Sales Table, so members can take a
spoonful of seedlings home for the cost
of a small donation.
Let’s get growing!

